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An ordinance to control immigration of persons into Pitcairn Island
to provide for their status, rights, obligations and disabilities

and for related or incidental matters

PART I

Preliminary

Citation and
commencement

1. This ordinance may be cited as the Immigration Control
Ordinance 2006 and shall come into operation on the day after it is
made.

Interpretation 2. (1) In this ordinance, unless the context otherwise requires,

Commissioner means the person for the time being holding
the office of Commissioner for Pitcairn

dependant, in relation to a person, means
(a) the spouse of that person; and
(b) a child, step-child, adopted child, grandchild,

parent, step-parent, grandparent, brother, sister,
half-brother or half-sister of the person if the
dependant is wholly or substantially dependant
upon that person;



former ordinance means the Landing and Residence
Ordinance 1954, renamed the Immigration Ordinance in 2003,
and, where necessary, includes the Immigration Regulations
2003.,

immigration officer means the Chief Immigration Officer or
an immigration officer appointed under section 3;

owner, in relation to a vessel. shall include a corporate body;

Pitcairn and the Island mean Pitcairn Island:

Pitcairn Islands and the Islands mean Pitcairn Island and the
territorial waters of the whole Pitcairn Group of Islands;

work permit means a permit granted in accordance with Part
IX.

(2) Any notice or other document sent by an immigration
officer under this ordinance shall be deemed to have been received by
the addressee in the ordinary course of post, delivery, facsimile or
other form of communication, as the case may be, without proof
thereof.

PART II

INInAL ADMINISTRATION AND CONTROL

Appointment of
immigration
officers

3. (1) The Governor may by notice published in the Islands
appoint public officers to be immigration officers under this ordinance
provided that the Mayor shall be ex officio the Chief Immigration
Officer.

(2) An immigration officer shall have the rights, powers,
privileges and immunities of a police officer in the exercise of his or
her duties under this ordinance.

Powers and
duties of
immigration
officers

4. (1) Subject to the following provisions, an immigration officer
shall initially detennine whether any person who wishes to enter the
Island shall be allowed to land.

(2) Every vessel arriving at Pitcairn Island shall cause its
presence to be notified to the Chief Immigration Officer.
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(3) The master shall, immediately upon its arrival, deliver to
an immigration officer, if so requested by him or her, a correct
manifest containing the names and destinations of all passengers on
such vessel; a master who fails to comply with this subsection is
guilty of an offence.

(4) An immigration officer may board any vessel and search
any part thereof for the purpose of exercising any part of his or her
duties under this ordinance.

(5) An immigration officer may question and search any
person who arrives at Pitcairn Island for the purpose of establishing
his or her nationality, identity and status:

Provided that every person shall be searehed by an immigration
officer of the same gender.

(6) A person arriving at Pitcairn Island wishing to obtain leave
to enter shall produce to an immigration officer a valid passport with a
photograph or other document establishing his or her identity,
nationality and citizenship.

(7) A person arriving at Pitcairn Island must have a valid entry
clearance issued by the Pitcairn Island Office or qualify as a short-
term visitor under section 6.

(8) An immigration officer may refuse leave to enter ifhe or
she is not satisfied that the applicant for an entry clearance did not
make a false statement to obtain entry.

(9) Where the immigration officer is not satisfied that the
requirements of this ordinance have been complied with, he or she
may refuse such person seeking to enter Pitcairn Island pennission to
do so and shall direct the master of the ship on which he or she arrives
to remove that person from Pitcairn on that ship. The Chief
Immigration Officer shall notify the applicant that leave to enter has
been refused and give the reasons for refusal. The Chief Immigration
Officer shall also infonn the applicant that there is no right of appeal
against the decision. Failure by the master to comply with that
direction shall be an offence.

(10) Without prejudice to the powers and duties provided for
in the foregoing subsections, an immigration officer who reasonably
suspects that the presence of any person on the Island is in
contravention of any provision of this ordinance may detain such
person for a period not exceeding forty-eight hours. Any person so
detained shall be deemed to be in lawful custody.
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Restriction on
certain vessels
carrying fare-
paying
passengers

s. (1) The Master, or any other responsible officer, of any vessel
carrying more than four fare-paying passengers must apply to the
Commissioner at least ten days in advance for permission to call at the
Island. In default of permission having been obtained the passengers
of the vessel will be ineligible to seek entry clearance on arrival.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), an application under subsection
(1) may be refused if the Governor, in his absolute discretion and
without stating the reasons, considers that the arrival of the vessel in
question may be hazardous on maritime grounds or for any other
security risk or that the required landing fees may not be paid or for
any other reason the application should not be granted in the public
interest.

(3) The Chief Immigration Officer may in his or her discretion
exempt any particular vessel carrying more than four fare-paying
passengers from the application of this section if this is deemed to be
in the public interest.

PART m

CATEGORIES OF ENTRY CLEARANCE

Short-term visitors

Grant of short.
tenn entry
clearance

6. (1) The Chief Immigration Officer or any immigration officer
or police officer authorised to act on his or her behalf shall be entitled
to grant leave to enter to any person arriving and undertaking to
depart on the same vessel after a visit not exceeding 14 days.

(2) The immigration officer may refuse the application on any
of the following grounds

(a) that he or she is not satisfied that the applicant intends to
leave within 14 days on the same vessel;

(b) that he or she considers the applicant to be likely to pose a
security or health risk;

(c) that the applicant has not arranged adequate
accommodation or is likely to become a charge on public
funds, including any medical expenses;

(d) that the applicant is unable to pay the required landing fee;
(e) that the applicant is prohibited from landing by order of

the Governor or by another authority binding upon the
officer;
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